
identityFosterClub’s Transition Toolkit

. W H A T I H A V E . Looking for instructions? Download at www.fosterclub.org

Personal documents (description): Status Possession (who has them)

Birth certificate Have Applied for Do not have

State-issued picture identification Have Applied for Do not have

Social Security Card Have Applied for Do not have

Citizen / immigration documents (if

applicable
Have Applied for Do not have

Other: Have Applied for Do not have

Safe personal filing system in place I know I may request a copy of my foster care case file

. R E S O U R C E S A V A I L A B L E T O M E . Find ‘em at www.fosteringconnections.org

Assistance type Eligibility (what I need to qualify) Who I contact (and how to apply)

. T H I S I S M Y P L A N . Get ideas about how to make a plan at www.fosterclub.org

Short term (1 year) goals Steps & services (and who will help me) Progress

Plan after I leave foster care:

Long term goals (five years from now, my housing goal is):

R E A D I N E S S S C A L E Needs work 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Prepared

 ■ Obtain an original copy of your social security card  
 Information about obtaining a replacement card can be obtained from 

www.ssa.gov. Understand the importance of guarding their social 
security number to protect against identity theft.

 Get state-issuedofficial photo ID    ■

 Photo identification is required on many 
occasions. Obtaining state-issued photo ID 
before you leave foster care (it’s something 

your caseworker should help you do).

■ Obtain a copy of your birth certificate

 It should be a certified, or official, copy.  Learn how to replace 
it should it become lost.

■ Citizenship documents 
 If you were born in a country other than the United States, make sure 

you have a copy of all of your citizenship papers and understand 
completely what your citizenship rights and responsibilties are. 

■ 
Register to vote

 
Starting at 18, register to become active in local, 

state and national elections and issues.

■ 
Establish a personal filing system

 
Young people should establish a method of keeping 

track of important documents. Methods could include a 

designated box, an FYI Binder (visit www.fosterclub.org 

for information), a 3-ring notebook, a filing cabinet or a file-

size expandable envelope.  Understand the importance of 

keeping personal documents safe and secure.

■ 
Register for selective service

 
If you are a male age 18 to 26, 

register for the selective service.

■ Check your credit 
 Ask to have a credit report run based on your social security 

number prior to leaving foster care. It is not unusual for young 
people from foster care to discover their credit has been 
damaged when relatives have “borrowed” their identity to turn 
on utilities or get credit cards.

 documentation that    ■

you were in foster care 

 This may become important in 
qualifying for benefits, including 

financial aid for higher education. 

Ensure you have all of 
your personal documents 
BEFORE you leave care 
(it’s much harder to get 
some of these item after 
you exit the system)


